S4 Prelim exams: December 2026

Dear S4 pupils,
Please note the following information regarding the S4 Prelim Exams in December:
· Study Leave begins: Tuesday 1st of December. The first day of Study Leave.
· Study Leave ends:  Wednesday 16th of December. The last day of Study Leave.

· The first Prelim Exam is: Wednesday 2nd of December.
· The last Prelim Exam is: Wednesday 16th of December.
· But, Art & Design also have a Practical Exam, for the whole day on Monday 21st of December, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

· All S4 pupils return to school on: Thursday 17th of December.

Please also note that:
· The English Faculty are undertaking an N4 assessment for 1 hour on Friday 18th of December, 9:00 to 10:00 am. This for Ms White’s class and some additional S4 pupils. Mrs Harvey will let you know more about this.

· The P.E. Faculty are undertaking a whole day’s activity for N4 candidates on Friday 18th of December, from 10:30 am, after the N4 English assessment. Mr Annett’s will let you know more about this.

Other information:
· Location / venues: Most exams will be taking place in the Small Gymnasium, the Maths Flexi-Rooms (B202 & B203) and the Geography Flexi-Rooms (C110 & C111). Some other exams will be taking place in classrooms. Please check the noticeboards in the Street beforehand for class lists and exam locations.
· Google Classrooms: Use the resources that have been provided on the S4 Base Google Classroom and your subject Google Classrooms to assist your studies.
· School uniform: When you are in school, even during Study Leave, you must be in school uniform.

The columns of your subjects and the times they are on your timetable:
	Column C
	Tues-P5 & P6, Wed-P6 & Thurs-P2 
	Your subject =

	Column D
	Mon-P1, Wed-P4, Thurs-P5 & Fri-P3
	Your subject =

	Column E
	Mon-P4, Tues-P3, Wed-P3 & Thurs-P1  
	Your subject =

	Column F
	Mon-P5 & P6, Tues-P1 & Fri-P4
	Your subject =

	Column G
	Tues-P2, Wed-P5, Thurs-P4 & Fri-P6
	Your subject =


Wednesday 2nd of December - The exam is: Column B - Mathematics and Applications of Maths. 
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Mathematics (N5)
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am

	Mathematics (N5)
	Paper 2 = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	10:30 am - 12:00 pm

	Applications of Maths (N5)
	Paper 1 = 50 minutes
	9:00 am - 9:50 am

	Applications of Maths (N5)
	Paper 2 = 1 hour and 40 minutes
	10:20 am - 12:00 pm





Friday 4th of December - The exam is: Column A - English*.
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	English (N5)
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am

	English (N5)
	Paper 2 = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	10:30 am - 12:00 pm



*Please note that there is an English N4 Assessment on Friday 18th of December for Ms White’s class and some additional S4 pupils. Mrs Harvey will let you know more about this.


Monday 7th of December - The exams are: Column C - Art & Design, Biology, Chemistry, Computing, Geography, Graphics, History, Physics and Practical Cookery (Theory).
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Art & Design
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 20 minutes - Expressive & Design
	9:00 am - 10:20 am

	Biology
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Chemistry
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Computing
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	Geography
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Graphics
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	History
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Physics
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Practical Cookery (Theory)
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am






Wednesday 9th of December - The exams are: Column D - Art & Design, Biology, Business Management, Computing, History and Music Technology.
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Art & Design
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 20 minutes - Expressive & Design
	9:00 am - 10:20 am

	Biology
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Business Management
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	Computing
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	History
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Music Technology
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am





Friday 11th of December - The exams are: Column E - Art & Design, Biology, Business Management, Computing, History and Music Technology.
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Biology
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Chemistry
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Engineering Science
	Paper 1 = 1 hour and 50 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:50 am

	French
	Paper 1 (Reading & Writing) = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	French (Listening)
	Paper 2 (Listening) = 30 minutes
	11:00 am - 11:30 am

	Modern Studies
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Music
	Paper 1 = 45 minutes
	9:00 am - 9:45

	Spanish
	Paper 1 (Reading & Writing) = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	Spanish (Listening)
	Paper 2 (Listening) = 30 minutes
	11:00 am - 11:30 am











Monday 14th of December - The exams are: Column F – Administration (N5 & Higher), Design and Manufacture, Fashion Technology, Geography, Modern Studies, Music, Spanish.
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Administration (N5)
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Administration (N5)
	Paper 2 = 2 hours
	12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

	Administration (Higher)
	Paper 2 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Administration (Higher)
	Paper 1 (Theory) = 1 hour and 15 minutes
	12:00 pm - 1:15 pm

	Design & Manufacture
	Paper 1 = 1 hour 45 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:45 am

	Fashion Technology
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am

	Geography
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Modern Studies
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Music
	Paper 1 = 45 minutes
	9:00 am - 9:45 am

	Spanish
	Paper 1 (Reading & Writing) = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	Spanish (Listening)
	Paper 2 (Listening) = 30 minutes
	11:00 am - 11:30 am




Wednesday 16th of December - The exams are: Column G – Biology, Chemistry, Dance, French and Physics.
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Biology
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Chemistry
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am

	Dance
	Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am - 10:00 am

	French
	Paper 1 (Reading & Writing) = 1 hour and 30 minutes
	9:00 am - 10:30 am

	French (Listening)
	Paper 2 (Listening) = 30 minutes
	11:00 am - 11:30 am

	Physics
	Paper 1 = 2 hours
	9:00 am - 11:00 am




Friday 18th of December - The exams are: N4 English, N4 P.E. and Catch-up 1
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	English (N4)
	Friday 18th Paper 1 = 1 hour
	9:00 am – 10:00 am

	P.E. (N4)
	Friday 18th – Whole day
	10:30 am onwards

	Catch-up 1
	Friday 18th
	9:00 am onwards



Monday 21st of December - The exams are: Art & Design Practical and Catch-up 2
	Subject
	Number of Papers
	Times

	Art & Design
	Practical Exam
	9:00 am – 3:00 pm

	Catch-up 1
	
	9:00 am onwards
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